I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 

Paul emphasizes how he is saying the truth, guided by the Holy Spirit 

2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
This is the truth in paul’s heart,

He had a continuous pain for his nation,

3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 

God would not allow this desire of Paul,
Who is saying because of the love for my people, I rather be cursed so they won’t see death, 
But Christ was the one that paid this price 
Paul is saying this to show the emphasis of the love he had for his nation


4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 

5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised![a] Amen.

Paul mentions how the Israelites were the chosen ones to be God’s treasure.
God could have chosen other races, there were Babylonians for example, but God in his sovereignty chose the Israelites

Paul mentions 5 things 
That belong to the Israelites for being chosen
1. Their adoption, not because they were better but because that was God’s will
2. The divine glory,  God manifested himself to the Israelites since mount sinai, God did not reveal himself to any other nation 
3. The covenants, God made covenants with Adam, Noe , Abraham , Isaac, Jacob, David   The covenants belong to the children of Israel, which means God always committed to men and men committed to God.  Covenants of a coming of a Messiah, covenants such as God would not destroy the earth with floods, covenants such as the child that would be given to Abraham.
4. They received the law, no other nation received a law only the Israelites 
5. The temple worship, which means the Israelites would be separated for God, with no other gods, no idolatry what so ever,  worshipping only God.  All God asked from his children is obedience, Christ is the only that says, that all you need to be saved is faith, all other religions in this world demand deeds in order to be saved and this is the promise that was given to the Israelites. 
    
Vs 5 mentions the patriarchs which are Abraham, and through him Isaac and Jacob came Jesus, who is God!

This is something the devil hates, he does not want us to recognize that Jesus is God
Notice how people never speak about budda
Never speak about maoma or any other founder of religion 

They only speak about our Saviour because he is the way, the truth and the life 


God’s Sovereign Choice
6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 
Well then, has God failed to fulfill his promise to Israel? No, for not all who are born into the nation of Israel are truly members of God’s people! 

All this was given to Israel, but God’s word did not fail, 
God’s word never fails, it is the people who failed,
God had great plans for his children, but their disobedience caused them to lose the plans God had for them.

7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”

Just because they claimed to be children of Abraham, does not mean they are God’s Children,
Jesus confronted some pharisees who argued with Jesus and told him  “ we are children of Abraham” but Jesus Replied to them “ you are children of Satan”

See, if they were children of Abraham, they would be obedient, humble and filled with faith as Abraham was.

Just because they are Israelites does not mean they are children of God!

Just as today, we are saved, but our children must be saved, they are not automatically saved because we are saved.
God does not have grandchildren, God has children.

Vs. 7 quotes Genesis 21:12
12 But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring[a] will be reckoned.

Abraham had another child, Ismael, but Isaac was the son of the promise.


b] 8 In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 
Please remember that Paul is expressing the profound pain he has for Israel, The promise did not fail,  the children were the ones  that failed.

9 For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.”[c]
Genesis 18:10
What did sarah have to do, to have the child? Nothing, just believe,
She believed in the promise, she was filled with grace to believe.


10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac.
All this promises are being fulfilled in the lives of this women because of their faith.



 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand:
This how God’s election took place! 

12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”[d] 
The story of Jacob and Esau goes as follows: Esau was the older brother, and because he was the oldest, he would get the inheritance. But one day he comes, fatigued from a long day of work and he did not value his birthright promise, and he exchanged the blessings of God for a plate of lentils.

Why does romans 9:11 say in order that God’s purpose in election might stand?
Because of God’s omniscience, which means God knows everything.

God’s forknowledge of all things is seen here!

He knew us since before the creation of this earth.

God had a plan, that from Abraham’s descendants, the Messiah would come, then God had to fullfill His purpose.

And God knew that Esau would reject His blessings:

Please note:
Vs. 12 says that even before the twins were born, God had already spoken that the eldest would serve the youngest

13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”[e]

This shows that God already knew everything since the before the creation of earth.

1 Pedro 1: 1 speaks in regards to the election of God. 
What is God’s election based on?

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood:
The holy Spirit sanctifies us for obedience!
Some believe in the predestination, which means that God made his decision on who was going to be saved and who was not going to be saved!

God chose some to be save and others for condemnation:
If this were the case, many today would tell God, 
“ why are you sending me to hell, if you did not even give me the opportunity to choose for my own will”

How is it that some are predestined to hell?  This is based on the knowledge that God has the some will never accept him!

1 Peter 1:3-5
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.
Back to Romans 9
13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.
 In This expression of God, “ I HATED” hebrewism is being used. 
Hated is translated into not being preferred
An example of Hebrewism is in Luke 14:26
26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.
Here we see hebrewism being used as well, because in order to serve Christ, we do not hate our parents, it means to prefer Christ over anyone

Mathew 10:37
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

So Romans 9:13 that God preferred Jacob, even though he lied, God justified him, and God was seeing Jacob’s faith and love for the promises that were being rejected by esau!


14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 
We see how God is not unjust at all, Jacob had faith, Esau did not, 
God is Holy and is always fair, we choose, and if we choose sin, there will be consequences, and those sins will separate us from GOD,

But some argue that why does God allow us to sin, the answer is because we choose, He gave us the gift of free will.

I guarantee that if we did not have free will, we would be very upset with God

15 For he says to Moses,
“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”[f]

That means that God already knows who will accept him and who will receive His compassion and also knows who will not accept him and who will not receive his Mercy.

Our responsibility is to preach the Gospel, we cannot force them to believe, only The Holy Spirit convinces people of their sin.

16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 
It does not depend on human effort, but on God’s mercy, 
God does not want people to parish, but not all believe.

17 For Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”[g]
If we do not understand the verse, we could say that God is unfair because he rose Pharaoh to destroy him, 

As if pharaoh had no other option but to have a hardened heart.

 18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.
If we just read it and do not understand it, we will believe something that is not accurate.

Lets review this story because here it seems as if God is saying, I will hardened his heart so that I can destroy him and defeat him,
But lets read the story so that we can understand that what God is saying is that he forknew that Pharaoh would have a hardend heart.

Exodus 7:3
Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet. 2 You are to say everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his country. 3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I multiply my signs and wonders in Egypt,

“Here God is speaking in HIS FORKNOWLEDGE”
 4 he will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment I will bring out my divisions, my people the Israelites
13 Yet Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.
The Plague of Blood
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding; he refuses to let the people go. 

22 But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by their secret arts, and Pharaoh’s heart became hard; he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.
God knew Pharaoh would hardened his heart. 

23 Instead, he turned and went into his palace, and did not take even this to heart. 

Exodus 8:15
15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.

Who hardened the heart? Pharaoh hardened his heart or did God hardenend his heart?

“ I will have mercy on whom I have mercy”
There was no mercy on Pharaoh, because he had a heart filled with hate and evil and did not respect God’s word brought from Moses.

God gave him many opportunities, but he did not want to free God’s people, 

He hardened his own heart, 

So when God says I will hardened his heart, means that God already knew that Pharaoh’s heart would be hardened!

God knows who will reject Christ,
And the person who rejects Christ, hardens their heart, and that person receives no mercy from God.

God does not want any human being to be lost!

The main point is that in God’s forknowledge, he knows who will accept him and who will reject him.



19 One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still blame us? For who is able to resist his will?”

 20 But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the one who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’”[h] 
In other words, do not argue with God, because some are still saying that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and do not understand that it was Pharaoh that hardened his own heart.

21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for common use?

God is sovereign and no one will ever dictate God on what to do,

22 What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction?
 
What did God do with Pharaoh? God had patience with him, God sent sign after sign after sign,

And Pharaoh cannot go before God and say you hardened my heart!

No one can say to God, you did not give me an opportunity.

23 What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—

This speaks about us, we are the objects of his mercy, who have seen His glory,

When we share God’s word, remember some will believe and others not, 
That is not your choice, not everyone Believed Jesus, 
We must continue to teach !
24 even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 
God knew that we will accept his message.
Those who are not saved have heard the message but have not accepted the message.

God is not only a God of Israelites!
HE chose the Israelites so that the Saviour of this world can come for our Salvation.

But God is a God for anyone who receives him.

25 As he says in Hosea:
“I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people;
    and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,”[i]

26 and,
“In the very place where it was said to them,
    ‘You are not my people,’
    there they will be called ‘children of the living God.’”[j]
This us the gentiles.

27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:
“Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea,
    only the remnant will be saved.
This means that not all the Israelites would be saved.

But  there is a remnant that will be saved.

28 
For the Lord will carry out
    his sentence on earth with speed and finality.”[k]

29 It is just as Isaiah said previously:
“Unless the Lord Almighty
    had left us descendants,
we would have become like Sodom,
    we would have been like Gomorrah.”[l]

Israel, as a nation, they do not accept Christ as the Messiah,
But there are a few that have been converted.



Israel’s Unbelief
30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 
We,gentiles, obtained the righteousness by Faith.

31 but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the way of righteousness, have not attained their goal.

 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. 
They pursued salvation by their deeds, and then Jesus comes and tells them its by grace and they refuse His salvation.

They argued that they would be saved by the law, 
And the gentiles who were not saved, by faith they were saved.


33 As it is written:
“See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble
    and a rock that makes them fall,
    and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.”[m]

John 1:11-12
11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

