Romans Chapter 4
In the previous Chapter we studied about the Justification that came through the blood of Jesus.
How Christ took our punishment. This came through our faith in Jesus.
Christ does not justify us by our deeds and works of the law.
Christ does it when we believe in Him.
Romans 3:28
 28 So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law.

4 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this matter?
Paul takes the example of Abraham, who was humanly the father of God’s nations,  who was a pagan, and begins to narrate the story of the man chosen by God to be the father of the Jewish nation.
Abraham was from Chaldean, his father was an idolater, and Abraham did not know God.

But because of God’s grace, God came to Abraham.
God Spoke to Abraham because of His grace.
God seeked Abraham just as HE seeked us.

And here again the Apostol Paul presents his case on how we are made right with God? 
2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God
Abraham could not say, God chose me because of what I have done, he could have not done anything because he was a pagan when he was chosed by God.
Please note: we do not receive salvation nor His grace because we are good. 
We receive because God is great, His mercy is extended to us even though we do not deserve anything. 

People who were evil, who have killed, who have murdered, like the Apostol Paul, who witnessed the killing of Christians, receive God’s mercy and grace and are forgiven just for believing.
That is all they had to do!  BELIEVE!
On the other hand you have the moralist who says “ I don’t kill, I don’t steal, I don’t hurt anyone, “ yet does not believe will be condemned.

 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.
aNotice, how Paul is supporting his argument, in the spirit, from the scriptures. 
His scripture is all we have to obtain the truth.
That is why satan will always try to minimize the word of  God
Satan will always try to distort the truth.
We should always go to what the scripture says, not what I say, not what the prophet says, but what the scripture says.

So here, Paul says that the scripture says , that Abraham believed GOD,
BELIEVED, that is all HE DID!
And because Abraham believed, God counted him as righteous. This happened because of his faith in God.
Genesis 15:5
 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring[d] be.”
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
Why did God choose Abraham to be the father of His nation?
Because, He wanted to.
Notice how Abraham was not looking for God, He was a pagan, But God was looking for Him.

Here we see how God promised Abraham an offspring that would be as many as the stars.

Please note*
We as Christians, open our bibles and read, and if we believe what is in this word, we have a victory.
 Vs. 6 says that Abraham believed in God. 
Notice how Abraham did not have the law, yet he believed in God.
And even though there was no law, Abraham still received justification because of his faith in God.
God’s justification, has always been in humanity, not by deeds not by works.

All you and I had to do, to be saved and redeemed was to believe.

Galatians 3:6
 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”[c]
7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham.

We are children of Abraham, in the faith, because we believed just as he did.
The jews could not stand this, because they could not believe the gentiles were children of Abraham.
They claimed, they were children by inheritance, but Salvation is not inherited, it is by faith.
QUESTION: what thing can you receive from God, through good deeds?  Nothing, all is received by faith.

When you need healing, faith is what you need!
when you need provision , you need faith!
Forgiveness is received in faith!
Romans 4: 3 says Abraham believed and God counted him as righteous!

Hebrews 11: 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.

If you are a new born child of God, you will hear the voice of GOD!
Question: what did you do, what did Abraham do, to receive Salvation? BELIEVE

4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
You go to work and you execute your duties and you receive payment, 

5 However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.
But in God, we are forgiven, justified, and counted as righteous, not because of our work, but because of our faith in GOD, who forgives all sinners.

Notice how Paul’s argument, is strictly on saying, We are saved by faith, by faith by faith.
HE strictly teaches about the doctrine of grace, and how we receive everything in faith and not by deeds or by works, and not by having long dresses, and not by having shaved heads, and not by being circumsized, and not by giving donations and not by praying 5 hours a day,
And not by fasting 40 days and 40 nights.

Many churches today have made it so difficult to be saved !
Why does Paul repeat this time after time?
Because he knew that if people don’t believe this, they would impose strict rules to be saved.
Our faith is not a blind faith, we have faith in what God has spoken!

In Hebrews 11, the author shows us that God always justified because of the faith.

Did you know, you receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, by believing.
But there are preachers who give the 7 steps to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Today, many preach a gospel of deeds, a gospel of works
A gospel that says you must do this and that in order to receive.
( yes prayer is needed, yes fasting is needed, but you don’t do this to receive, you do this to communicate with the Father!)

Yet many will say, there are steps to receive a healing. NO all you have to do is believe!
Galations 3

3 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified.
 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 
3 Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh?[a]
 4 Have you experienced[b] so much in vain—if it really was in vain?
 5 So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard?
 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.

Again I repeat myself, today there is a gospel of works and deeds.
But it should be of faith.

When we pray, we are benefited because we are being filled of Him!

Who is a better Christian, one who prays 2 hours or one who prays 1 hour?
They are the same. God does not have a favorite child.
Many feel, that if they are not in church, because of an emergency or something happened, they lost contact with God!

You will not stop being a Christian or lose your position in heaven just for missing out a service. Or for missing out on prayer.

The gospel of works, they begin in the Spirit, and they end up in the flesh, because of the works.

We do not want to be a hybrid church, half right and half wrong!
Why, because we know we did not have to pay for our salvation, but later we have to pay for our miracles and anointing, 
Pay with fasting, pay with prayer, pay with donations. 
This is exactly what most religions in the world do!

That is the reason people do not grow, how they are supposed to grow.
I can give many examples but here is one: 
A minister prays and miracles occur because of his faith, yet Jesus said, “ on that day, many will say, Lord in your name we healed the sick, we cast out demons , we did many miracles, but I will tell them, depart from me, you are evil doers”

However, I have seen the minister pray and miracles happen, after the prayer of faith, he said, now take out your wallets and purses, and ask your self, how much would this miracle have cost me with the witch doctor, or with medicine doctors?

Give it all to the LORD!
And people fall for this, I have seen people not have money and yet give their gold rings or bracelets, as a gesture of thankfulness. 

Please note this Abraham believed , yet he still prayed 
Abraham believed and yet he still gave to GOD!
But he did not give to receive. He gave because he believed in God’s promise to him!
Please remember that in the time of trial of illness and trial of a family member, all we have to do is believe in our miracle.
Team, all we have to do is believe! 
Believe that we are forgiven, redeemed, justified and believe that we can ask and receive the miracle we need!

Hebrews 11 is chapter written that describes the faith of men and women of God.
Some people have a superstitious faith and that is wrong!
Romans 4:6
6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:
7 “Blessed are those
    whose transgressions are forgiven,
    whose sins are covered.
8 Blessed is the one
    whose sin the Lord will never count against them.
Paul quotes this scripture from David. 
The blessedness David is speaking of Salvation!

Psalms 32:1-2
1 Blessed is the one
    whose transgressions are forgiven,
    whose sins are covered.
2 Blessed is the one
    whose sin the LORD does not count against them
    and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

9 Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. 
 10 Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before!
11 And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them.
The circumcision was as a sign of covenant! 
Yet, he was justified before the circumcision, in faith.
By the time Abraham was circumcised after he was justified, it was 14 years.
The circumcision was a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith.  
A seal of guarantee of the covenant that God would keep His promise and Abraham had believed!

Deuteronomy 30:6
6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 
Jeremias 9:23
23 This is what the LORD says:
“Let not the wise boast of their wisdom
    or the strong boast of their strength
    or the rich boast of their riches,
24 but let the one who boasts boast about this:
    that they have the understanding to know me,
that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness,
    justice and righteousness on earth,
    for in these I delight,”
declares the LORD.
25 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will punish all who are circumcised only in the flesh— 26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, Ammon, Moab and all who live in the wilderness in distant places.[a] For all these nations are really uncircumcised, and even the whole house of Israel is uncircumcised in heart.”
The jews could not see this passage and they had it written in their law, yet they insisted that circumcision was needed for salvation.

Today we do the ritual of the baptism, why? 
Romans 6:3
 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
The baptism does not save us but it is a testimony before the witnesses that we are saved and willing to follow our Master!
We are baptized because we are saved not to be saved!

12 And he is then also the father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.
God spoke to Abraham, Abraham believed in God’s promise, then later Abraham is circumcised. 
God ordered that circumcision because it acted as an outward physical sign of the eternal covenant between God and the Jewish people.
However, keep in mind that the circumcision did not justify Abraham because he believed in God’s promises before he was even circumcised.

Question: if we are saved by faith, then why did God demanded from Abraham the circumcision?
500 years after Abraham, came Moses, and the law was given to Moses. The circumcision became part of the law.

The jews began to believe, themselves, that the ritual of the circumcision would save them.

The jews believed that those who were not circumcised were not saved.
The jews also believed thay by being circumcised, they were automatically saved.

And many today still say “ well yes Jesus saved me, but I still have to make a promise and go on my knees to church”
Acts 15: “Barnebus speaking”
19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. 
20 Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood.
 21 For the law of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”
22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, men who were leaders among the believers. 
23 With them they sent the following letter:
The apostles and elders, your brothers,
To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings.
24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. 

The apostles of Christ also preached about being saved by faith.
The jews added to salvation many rituals, deeds, works, 
Not a single work or deed will never never gain you justification.
28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements:
The apostle was saying that the circumcision nor other deed has power for salvation. 
Some false teachers were just troubling the re born Christians’ minds on doing deeds and works

And here, the apostle reprimands this teachings.
Galations 5:1
5 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
That same belief of circumcision entered the Galation Church.
2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 
Unfortunately since a lot of our ancestors come from a catholic religious background, they carry some religious beliefs in their hearts.

“I have to pray exactly three hours or God will be mad at me”
“ I have to fast or God will not give me his favor”

All this is given by God, the moment we believe, but we must do it not with a religious mindset but because we want to hear from God.

3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 
4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace
Paul is saying that people who believe in the deeds and works, to be justified or gain God’s favor, are not near Christ, because they are doing His sacrifice aside saying, “ the sacrifice is not enough for justification,” “ we must add an additional element”

Christ Sacrifice is enough!

5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope.
 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
This argument is for the jews who could not believe gentiles were the children of Abraham.
Abraham was justified even before he was circumcised.
The catholics believe that the sacraments, will justify the person even if the person has no faith!
WRONG!!!!  A person must believe and repent! A person must be re-born again.

The catholic sacraments, provides grace that sanctifies the person even if the person does not believe!
WRONG!  A person must believe and repent!

Christians have some of this beliefs as well,
For example, some say, “ are you baptized in the name of Jesus, or in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”
Because Peter said in the name of Jesus.
I have been asked this many times!

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 
Abraham receive all this by believing !
14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 
14 If God’s promise is only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the promise is pointless. 
15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.
15 For the law always brings punishment on those who try to obey it. (The only way to avoid breaking the law is to have no law to break!)
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 

17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”[c] He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.
18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.
 19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 
20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 
21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.
 22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
23 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone,
 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.
 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.


