The Book of Romans

The author of Romans is Paul
Written 60 ad
The Romans were gentiles, pagan, and this letter was written to the gentiles.

The book of Romans is divided into 5 sections:
#1. The first section speaks of men’s condemnation,
In other words, it describes of what a person is by nature.
What is a person by nature?  Sinful!.

Chapter 1 to Chapter 3 vs. 20  ( Men’s condemnation)

#2. The second section speaks about the justification,
The only way to be saved is by God’s justification,

Chapter 3:21 to Chapter 5:21

#3.  The third subject is Santification, which describes how to live as Christians 

Chapters 6,7 and 8

#4.  The fourth Subject speaks about God’s sovereignty,
Israel is the olive and us, as gentiles are attached on the olive.
Chapters 9 -11

#5.  The fifth Subject speaks on the Service to God,
That only a person, born again, justified can serve God.

Chapters 12-14
And Chapters 15, 16, are just the final instructions of Paul to the Church.

Romans 1:
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 
Servant means slave, we are now slave of Christ,  but slaves in love. 
Paul was clearly set apart to Serve God,
Not everyone can be a profet, not everyone can be a missionary, 
Every person has a specific calling from God.
It is not what we want to be, but what calls us to be.
Paul was set apart to be an Apostle.

Set apart means, God in His sovereignty chose us, and set us apart for each one of our tasks in Christ.
Some will teach, others will sing,  others will preach.

2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures
Everything in the Old Testament was announcing the coming of the Messiah
From the utensals in the Temple to the Rock in which the water poured out in the desert,  everything was announcing the coming of our Saviour, the gospel of Christ.

 3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life[a] was a descendant of David,
In Mathew 1, we see the genealogy of JESus, 

 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power[b] by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The spirit of Holiness was appointed the Son of God, and that is the reason Jesus never sinned!
Christianity is the only religion in which the tomb of the founder is empty, Because Jesus Rose from the dead!

Jesus was God as a human, was tempted like us , but Jesus never sinned.

5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from[c] faith for his name’s sake. 
Received grace = grace that gives us the ability, in this case God,  through His grace, gives Paul the ability to be an apostle.

God will never ask us to do something, HE did not give us.
That is why, it is not what we want, but what God wants us to do.

6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.
We are called to belong to Jesus Christ, that is why, the first followers of Christ were called Christians.

7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people:
Rome was among the largest cities in the world. 
Yet the roman church was loved by God, God showed their love towards the church, how? By Giving His only and begotten Son to die at the church.
God Loves us but called us to be Holy
Now that we are born again, God demands from us to be Holy.
God will never demand a person who is not their child to be holy, but to us, to the children of God,
God demands for us to Holy.

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace will always come before peace. Is the matter of Fact, you cannot have peace without Grace

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world. 
Please notice the relationship between Paul and God, Paul says “MY GOD” through Christ, because it is Jesus who brought us near God, through His Sacrifice.
Jesus said everything you ask the father, in my name I will do.
The faith of the roman Church was being witnessed everywhere.

9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you 
“ I serve in my spirit means serve in my new nature,”

10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you.
“IN my prayers at all times”
It is a spirit of prayer, that you can pray as you walk to the store, as you prepare dinner, as drive 

There are the times we pray in the privacy of our rooms and there are times we we pray to God as we drive because the spirit of prayer is there with US

Paul says, that HE prayed and if it was God’s will, He would come to pay them a visit.
We always move on God’s will, God’s will is perfect.
 
11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong— 
Paul was eager to See to lay hands and impart that Spiritual Gift to make them strong!
12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 
Notice how, we as Christians help each other with our faith.
We share the same faith and are helped with each other’s faith.

13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,[d] that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.
Paul wanted to go but could not go because it was not God’s timing. 
Many times he planned, but God did not allow it.
We must understand, that when God says not yet, its not yet.

Sometimes we can be so stubborn and say, I want it, and in the name of Jesus its mine. And you force yourself to get it, but God says it is not time yet!

The sovereignty of God, means that God controls everything!

14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 

15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome.
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 
Paul was not ashamed of The Gospel.
There is power in the Gospel to save us from the judgment of God. 
That salvation is for anyone who believes!
First the jew, Jesus came to them but they refused them. 
Then us, the gentiles.

17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last,[e] just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
Being righteous means to give what each person deserves!
But God’s righteousness is applied to punish those disobey
But it is through our Faith that we see Christ’s sacrifice, so through our Faith we are innocent of all sin and we receive no punishment.
The righteous will have life through their faith. 
Through their faith they will continue to live.
From 18-32 Paul describes how by our nature we are sinners because we were born in sin therefore we are condemned,

But now we are save through Christ!
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
Men’s wickedness means the absence of righteousness, injustice, inmorality of all types.

Do you see the truth in an alcoholic?
Do you see the truth in a homosexual?
They block the truth, Which truth?  The truth which is God’s existence.

19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 

20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.



